
Grade 4 
Trimester 2 Studies 

 
We hope that you and your family had a wonderful holiday season!  
Here is an overview of what the fourth graders will be learning in the 
second trimester.  
    
As we begin the second trimester, students will be assessed using the 
Fountas and Pinnell system just as they were at the beginning of the 
year. This assessment will show how the students have progressed thus 
far and what areas may still be challenging for them. Students will 
continue working with the Reading Workshop model to learn about 
historical fiction and mystery novels.  These new units of study will 
introduce students to new concepts such as author’s perspective, making 
inferences and point of view, while still reinforcing oral reading fluency, 
vocabulary development, character analysis, theme and summarization. 
Students will be working in book clubs to read and work with novels 
pertaining to the subjects learned in our mini lessons.  
 
In writing, the fourth grade students have been working to improve their 
skills through narrative, explanatory, and persuasive pieces. As the year 
progresses, students will continue to write creatively as well as writing 
in response to text that they have read. Having your child read and write 
at home is extremely beneficial and will help them to improve their 
foundational skills. The website, 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/ provides students 
with creative story starters that they can use at home. Raz-Kids.com is a 
wonderful resource available to all of the students that will allow them 
to read and respond to books at their level. We strongly encourage 
students to utilize this resource at home. During this trimester, we will 
be assigning more practice on Study Island. These assignments are 
meant to enhance the student’s grammatical skills as well as to reinforce 
the Language Arts concepts that are being taught in class. 
Readworks.com is another great website that contains fiction and 
nonfiction literature that students can read and respond to at their level. 



As always, we encourage you to read with your child and ask them 
about what they have learned.  
 
In math, we will be studying division, factors, multiples and fractions 
throughout the second trimester. As always, there are resources on Go 
Math for students to use as they are introduced to new concepts. The 
Personal Math Trainer further explains skills learned in class and gives 
students the opportunity to practice at home. The websites, 
khanacademy.com and coolmath.com, can also be utilized at home as 
they provide informative videos on how to preform certain strategies 
that will be learned in class as well as fun games that will engage 
students in extra practice.  Even though we have completed our 
multiplication chapter, knowledge of basic math facts is still extremely 
important as we continue on in the curriculum. Memorizing these facts 
is a foundational skill that will make more complex concepts easier for 
students to comprehend. We encourage students to practice these facts 
with flashcards or even have a family member ask them simple math 
facts for a few minutes each day.  
 

In the first trimester students really enjoyed learning about the 
engineering design process through hands- on STEAM labs. Throughout 
the second trimester students will be exploring energy and matter.  We 
will begin by learning about different kinds of energy and how they 
influence the student’s everyday lives. A great way to support this skill 
at home is to discuss real life applications. Students can take an energy 
tour around their home and discuss the various types of energy that they 
observe. In life science, we will be focusing on plants and animals. 
Encourage your child to be aware of the world around them and connect 
what they are learning to everyday life. Have students identify all forms 
of plants and animals involved in a variety of habitats. Taking your child 
on an outdoor adventure walk or a trip to the zoo are great ways to 
support the content that we will be learning in class. The Parsippany 
Library has many wonderful books and videos about these science topics 
that could be very beneficial resources to students. Bill Nye videos can 



also be found online and are a fun but informational way for students to 
gain more knowledge on these topics. As the trimester continues, 
students will continue to learn through hands-on activities to further 
engage them in the concepts being taught.  

Finally, in Social Studies we will be learning about New Jersey, our 
government, economy, citizenship and culture. We will be focusing on 
how government works for the common good by creating laws that are 
beneficial for everyone. This study will include government services on 
the local, state and federal level. Take this opportunity to discuss local 
politicians and their responsibilities with your child. Explore the 
Parsippany website together to learn more about local government news.  
We will be learning that New Jersey is a vibrant state that people are 
attracted to because of the opportunity for good jobs and the economy. 
Students can visit www.nj.gov to learn more about our state and its laws 
as well as the many places and programs that make New Jersey unique.  
 
 
We look forward to another wonderful trimester in fourth grade! 
 
Miss Crawford, Mrs. Masucci, and Mrs. Vento 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


